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1. Once upon a time… 

2. CLIL 2017 

3. What is content? 

4. CLIL in 3 Dimensions (of content) 

5. Some fun 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Once upon a time in….. 

The 

Basque 

Country 

In 1991 



‘IKASTOLA’ 

Basque-medium schools (minority language 

maintenance and immersion) committed to the 

development of the Basque language and culture.  

‘IKASTOLEN ELKARTEA’  

The Federation of Basque Schools 

                          t             t  

 Publication of Basque-medium materials for 

 all subjects and stages.  

 In-service teacher-training programmes. 

 Evaluation services.  

 Management and administrative services. 

THE « IKASTOLA »  

NETWORK 



“ELEANITZ-ENGLISH”  

 

 
1991 

8 SCHOOLS, 4 YR. OLDS, 

600 STUDENTS, 

8 TEACHERS 

2017 
112 SCHOOLS, 4-16 YR. OLDS, 

30,000 STUDENTS,  

300+ TEACHERS 

SOCIAL SCIENCE IN ENGLISH:  

44 SCHOOLS 14-16 YR. OLDS.  

3,000 STUDENTS 



EVALUATION 

•Main concern about the project: 
 Effect of early use of 3 languages on 

development of minority language.  

•Longitudinal evaluation plan:  
Multilingual education starting at  

pre-primary stage is possible and 

can be beneficial in Basque linguistic 

context. 



HYPOTHESES 

 

 

1. LEARNING OF BASQUE  

The introduction of English as a 3rd language at the 

age of four will not be prejudicial to the development 

of Basque if the following conditions are met: 

a) The school is really a Basque immersion 

situation for Spanish speaking children and a 

language maintenance situation for Basque 

speaking children. 

b) The introduction of other languages does not 

alter the priority of place that Basque has in the 

school. 

 



EXTERNAL EVALUATION 

    University of  

 the Basque Country 
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PLAN OF EVALUATION 
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The ‘cohort’ effect 

 

Teacher involvement/identification – ‘their’ project 

 

Student identification – the ‘Eleanitz kids’ 

 

School and stakeholder identification 

 

Professional challenge = change in methods 

 

Increase in training = professional development 

(subject teachers!) 

 

Cognitive arguments 
 

 

Explaining the results 



The ‘rebound’ effect on L1 practice 

 

-Basque teachers of SS:   

‘What are we doing wrong?’ 

 

Good practice in CLIL methodology 

can positively influence L1 practice 

 

 

‘CLIL as a catalyst for change’    

(Muñoa, I. 2011) 



        After the party  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   the challenge becomes……… 

 

Maintenance and development 



CLIL 
CONTENT 

LANGUAGE 

INTEGRATED LEARNING 



 

Why now?  
 

 
1. Contact hours.  3 hours insufficient. 
 
2. Curricular content – do more in the target 
language 
 
3.  Towards English as a ‘core skill’ (Graddol – 
‘English Next’ 2006)   
 

 



English is no longer a (mere) 
language.  It’s a core skill 

 

Using English ‘….in order to do 
something else’ 
 

David Graddol, ‘English Next’(2006) 

 

 



Graddol was rather ‘English-centric’ 

 Perhaps better to say ‘Languages are a core skill’ 

 

 English is just a part of the multilingual mix.   

 

 CLIL is an enabler of multilingual 
practice/mindsets/skills 



CLIL – 2 ‘types’ 
 

1.  ‘Hard’ CLIL (content-led) – subject 
teachers teaching through English 

 

2. ‘Soft’ CLIL (language-led) – language 
syllabus incorporating more conceptual 
content 

 

 A useful distinction, but ultimately 
divisive. We need to bridge the divide.  

 

 

 
 

 



LEST 
LANGUAGE ENHANCED 

SUBJECT TEACHING 



CELT 
CONTENT ENHANCED 

LANGUAGE TEACHING 



In subject matter learning we overlook the 
role of language as a medium of learning, 
and in language learning we overlook the 
fact that content is being communicated 
 

(Mohan, B. Language and content; 1986) 



All teachers are language teachers 
(Bullock, 1975 – ‘A language for life’ - LAC) 

All language teachers are content teachers? 
(Gent, February 13th, 2016) 



Results of becoming more interdisciplinary? 

Subject teachers become more 

‘language aware’  

Language teachers become more 

‘content aware’ 



When this happens – when we are truly ‘doing things 

with languages’ then the acronym CLIL will disappear.  

We won’t need it any more.  It will have served its 

purpose 



Iñaki in June 

       Don’t talk so much 



 
Language and pedagogical skills in CLIL teachers 

 

 

 

               + CLIL pedagogy 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 + language      - language 

         ability        ability 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   -  CLIL pedagogy 
 

 c 



‘Content’ 

One of the problems with language 
teaching is the problem of CONTENT.   
 
What content do we choose to use? 
 
What do we mean by ‘content’? 



Objectives? 

Language teachers work with textbooks 
whose objectives are purely linguistic. 

 

Subject teachers work with objectives that 
are conceptual and procedural. 



LT Objective: Learn the  
2nd Conditional 

 Textbook Topic - Global Warming 

 “If I were President of the World, I 
would….” 

 Assessment criteria are linguistic, not 
conceptual.   

 Who cares about saving the Earth, as long 
as I can produce the 2nd Conditional? 



CLIL objective: ‘Save the Earth’ 
by using the 2nd Conditional 

 Textbook Topic – ‘Global Warming’ 

 “If I were President of the World, I 
would….” 

 Assessment criteria are conceptual & 
procedural.  (Will our proposals save the Earth?) 

 The 2nd Conditional is the vehicle for 
making these proposals (and saving the 
world!).   

 



In language teaching, we used to think that 

we had to Present and Practise, before really 

Producing. 

PPP =– Presentation, Practice, Production 



• CLIL turns PPP on its head 

CLIL = Production, Practice, Presentation  



English 
Production, Practice,  

Presentation  
(CLIL = PPP in reverse) 

“Languages are not learned first and 
then used later ; languages are acquired 
while they are being used” 

 (J.M. Artigal) 



I’m theoretically 

on my way to 

Proficiency! 

The ELT child 



I’m CLIL-ing! 





English 

Act. 33 

 
Beasain 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Before you look at the data on Beasain on 

      pages 45 and 46, have a guess at the following 

      questions.  Do this in pairs. 

 

1. Beasain is an industrial town.  Would you  

expect more women or more men in the total  

population?    

    Guess _________________ 

 

2. Industrial towns attract ‘migrant’ workers from other areas of the country.    

Would you expect more women or more men migrants in Beasain? 

      Guess ________________ 

 

What percentage of the total population of Beasain do you think is ‘migrant’? 

      Guess ________________ 



English 

Now look at the data on page 46 to work out whether your 

guesses were accurate or not. 

 

Find two of the guesses that were wrong, and before your 

teacher asks you about them, try to justify why you guessed as 

you did.!  

 
For example: 

“For Number 1, we thought there would be more men than 

women in the total population, because in an industrial town 

more of the workers are men.” 

 

Be ready to speculate on the reasons why you were wrong.   

 
For example: 

“For Number 1, maybe most of the active population is 

married, and belongs to families?  Industry might attract 

families, not single workers.” 

 



‘Difficulty’ in didactic materials 
 

 
On the theory of relativity 

Einstein stated that the theory of relativity belongs to the class of "principle-

theories". As such it employs an analytic method. This means that the 

elements which comprise this theory are not based on hypothesis but on 

empirical discovery. The empirical discovery leads to understanding the 

general characteristics of natural processes. Mathematical models are then 

developed which separate the natural processes into theoretical-

mathematical descriptions. Therefore, by analytical means the necessary 

conditions that have to be satisfied are deduced. Separate events must 

satisfy these conditions. Experience should then match the conclusions. 

The special theory of relativity and the general theory of relativity are 

connected. As stated below, special theory of relativity applies to all physical 

phenomena except gravity. The general theory provides the law of 

gravitation, and its relation to other forces of nature. 

Copyright Phil Ball 





 It’s about CALP 
 

 COGNITIVE  

 ACADEMIC  

 LANGUAGE  

 PROFICIENCY 

 

 CALP = Specific subject-related discourse 
(‘photosynthesis’/’Hypotenuse’) 

 and general academic discourse, (‘thus/whereas’) 



CLIL is…….. 

Guiding input 

Supporting output 



English 

How do we prioritise content but 

still work with language??  

 

 

Think of CLIL in 3 dimensions 

 

 

  



English 

DESCRIPTION OF PLANETS 



English 



English 
The 3 Dimensions of CLIL 

    3-Dimensional Learning 
Content & Language Integrated Learning 

 

By which we mean….. 

 

Conceptual Content 

Procedural Content  
Linguistic Content 



English 

Procedural 

Conceptual 

Linguistic 



English 

Conceptual 

Procedural 

Linguistic 



Making things……. 

 SALIENT! 
 

 

SALIENCE 

 

SALIENT 
   



The teacher’s mixing-desk (Studio CLIL) 

 Concepts 

 

 

 

   

 Procedures 

 

 

 

   

 Language   



The teacher’s mixing-desk (Studio CLIL) 

 Concepts 

 

 

 

   

 Procedures    Language 
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